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The JCC is a national federal policy table led by and created for individuals who 
are directly impacted. The JCC forms the connective tissue needed to catalyze full 
participation in policy practices and changes for formerly incarcerated people and 

directly impacted individuals and their communities.

JustUSCC.org

Who We Are

http://justuscc.org


Our Why

The voices of those most impacted by the criminal legal system have been 
missing and/or excluded from decision-making tables.
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Centered back to people



OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVOCACY 

JJDPA AND YOUTH JUSTICE ACTION MONTH



Melissa Milchman, CJJ Executive Director 

Melissa connects the dots in youth 

justice—bringing together everyone from 

policymakers and practitioners, to young leaders, 

families, and lived experts, and is focused on 

getting them to actually work together to improve 

outcomes for system impacted youth and families. 

A lawyer by training and a people‑person by nature, 

she builds collaborative change by day and 

wrangles two small humans by night from sunny 

Florida.

INTRODUCTION



ACT4JJ advocates for the reauthorization of the Juvenile Justice 

and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) and for federal funding 

for juvenile justice programs and services, which fund 

opportunities such as reentry support, education opportunities, 

workforce development, mentoring, counseling and other 

evidence-based supports for at risk and justice impacted youth. 



WHAT IS THE JJDPA?
The JJDPA created and designated the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) as the 
federal home for youth justice programs and policies in the U.S. Department of Justice. It was designed to 
establish up a federal-state partnership for delinquency prevention and youth justice system improvement 
efforts.

The JJDPA is the only federal law to:
⚬  Set federally protected standards of care for youth that enter the justice system.

⚬ Fund programs at the state and local level using Title II Formula Grant dollars.

OJJDP was created to:
￭ Provide training and technical assistance to states/territories, 
￭ Funnel Title II funding to states/territories, 
￭ Conduct research and evaluation to support youth justice efforts.

To partner with OJJDP, each state/territory selects a Designated State Agency (DSA) to receive technical and 
financial assistance from the OJJDP. To implement the JJDPA each state creates a State Advisory Group 
(SAG) that supports strategic planning, investments, and initiatives that are responsive to state and local 
needs.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113


IMPACT: WHY THE JJDPA?
The JJDPA has made significant progress improving the youth 
justice system including:

•  Substantially decreasing youth incarceration rates. 

• Youth in residential placement has dropped by over 50%.

• Status offenders held in secure detention facilities decreased 
by 96%.

• Sight and sound contact between youth and adult offenders 
has decreased by 99%.

• Disproportionate detention of Black youth decreased by 
54%.



WHAT IS YOUTH JUSTICE ACTION MONTH 
(YJAM)?
Held every October, Youth Justice Action Month (YJAM) 
serves as an important reminder of the value and power of 
young people. 

This yearly observance raises awareness about the unique 
challenges that young people who are criminalized and 
separated from their families and communities face and 
uplifts advocacy that calls for less harmful, community 
driven, healing and developmentally appropriate responses. 

YJAM is a reminder that change happens when youth, 
advocates, families, and communities work together to 
holistically address youth who offend, elevate youth voice, 
and reimagine a system rooted in healing and 
opportunity—not punishment.



YJAM: From Awareness to Action
The story behind the movement

Jonathan

A young life lost,
raising urgent 

questions

2008

Youth Justice
Awareness Month 

begins

2010

Recognition grows
to 20+ states

2013

“Jonathan’s Law”
in Missouri

2016

Awareness becomes
ACTION

“Awareness became organizing. Organizing became advocacy. Advocacy 
contributed to policy change.”
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YJAM Advocacy Commitment

If you could change ONE thing for young people in your community, 
what would it be?

Who has the power to change it? Who can join you?

What can you ask for? What action can you take?

One voice → community effort → advocacy → movement
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 Read for Youth Justice is partnering with:
• American Library Association
• Free Minds Book Club & Writing Workshop

Ways You Can Take Action
• 📖 Encourage your local library to participate
• 🗣 Invite your network to get involved
• 󰜹 Write a 500-word-or-less book review from the 2026 reading list
• 📚 Use books and storytelling to start conversations about youth justice

YJAM Activation Example

Read for Youth Justice: Advocacy Through Books & Storytelling

Inviting your network to reach out to their 
local libraries

Write a book review



 Visit 

youthjusticeactionmonth.or

g

• ADVOCATES FOR YOUTH - 
⚬ YOUTH ACTIVIST TOOLKIT

• UNICEF - 
⚬ YOUTH ADVOCACY GUIDE

• NATIONAL CENTER FOR YOUTH LAW - 
⚬ FEDERAL ADVOCACY TOOLKIT

• THE YOUTH CAFE - 
⚬ ADVOCACY TOOLKIT FOR YOUTH IN DEMOCRATIC 

GOVERNANCE

 HELPFUL RESOURCES TO EXPLORE

https://www.advocatesforyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Youth-Activist-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/lac/media/38341/file/ENG-Unicef-youth-advocacy-guide.pdf
https://youthlaw.org/wp-content/uploads/federal-advocacy-toolkit-for-youth.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c27c93f1aef1d60b29781f9/t/663fea441091b4413b255180/1715464893566/Advocacy+Toolkit+For+Youth+In+Democratic+Governance+_compressed+%283%29.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c27c93f1aef1d60b29781f9/t/663fea441091b4413b255180/1715464893566/Advocacy+Toolkit+For+Youth+In+Democratic+Governance+_compressed+%283%29.pdf


“You can start where you are, with what you know, and 
with the voice you have right now.”

Q&A
Questions • Ideas • YJAM Activations

Thank you for helping build a future where youth thrive.

CJJ’s Newsletter



The Forum envisions a world in which

All young people reach their fullest potential—
in education, work, and life



Reconnecting Youth Campaign (RYC)

Since 2017, RYC has been a coalition 
of national, state, and local 

organizations working to scale 
effective evidence-based federally 

funded programs that connect 
young people to education and 

workforce training.



• The Reconnecting Youth Campaign 
continues to host VIRTUAL and 
IN-PERSON convenings to help individuals 
and organizations advocate for federal 
funding for Opportunity Youth (OY).

Capitol Hill Days



Federal Levers
and Advocacy



Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA)

•WIOA authorizes the nation’s publicly funded workforce 
development system and is the largest federal investment 
in job training and education programs.
•The Youth Program focuses primarily on “out-of-school” youth, 
requiring local areas to expend a minimum of 75% of WIOA 
youth funds on this group.
•WIOA is up for reauthorization and there is bipartisan 
interest in the House and Senate.



Federal Appropriations

•We focus on programs including:
• WIOA Youth Activities
• Reentry Employment Opportunities (REO)

•Both have seen proposals to eliminate or consolidate.
•October 1st started FY27 and federal programs are 
operating through a short-term funding bill that goes 
until December 11, 2026.



• Collaborative campaign framework 
emphasizes youth and community 
voice, equity, local, state, and federal 
collaboration, and systems change.

• Upcoming opportunities for federal 
and state engagement, such as WIOA 
reauthorization and funding 
Opportunity Youth programming

• Narrative change and an emphasis 
on aligning messaging, showing 
data, and sharing youth stories to 
influence policymakers.

In-District Work

https://www.reconnectingyouthcampaign.org/take-action

https://www.reconnectingyouthcampaign.org/take-action


Youth Engagement in 
Advocacy and Policy



A three-month paid fellowship for youth ages 16 to 26, 
equipping them with the skills and tools they need to directly 
advocate to lawmakers.

OYCL program participants:
• Build advocacy skills to speak directly with lawmakers
• Join biweekly trainings, check-ins, and assignments
• Connect with peers and share lived experiences
• Participate in a program designed with and for Opportunity 

Youth to push for more equitable access to opportunity

What is the Opportunity Youth Congressional Liaison
(OYCL) Program?



Our Purpose

Remove 
Barriers

Change Systems 
& Policies

Meet Youth & 
Families 

Where They Are
Cross 

Collaboration

Champion 
Community 

Change

Lift Up Local & 
State Efforts Pass the Mic



• Earn While You Learn
• Meet the OYCLs where they are.
• Puts you in direct contact with your 

congressional member and their offices
• Trains on federal and state policy
• Expands your professional network
• Continued advocacy and policy support

What Makes OYCL Unique



Video will be added once it’s posted on the forum page

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KsHGwOF2Gs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KsHGwOF2Gs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KsHGwOF2Gs


Stay In Touch





Follow Us & Get 
Involved!

Follow updates on LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-
reconnecting-youth-campaign

Check out our advocacy toolkit: 
https://www.reconnectingyouthcampai 
gn.org/take-action

https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-reconnecting-youth-campaign
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-reconnecting-youth-campaign
https://www.reconnectingyouthcampaign.org/take-action
https://www.reconnectingyouthcampaign.org/take-action


Contact Us

Gerod Blue
Director, Federal Policy and Advocacy

Gerod@ForumFYI.org

Meredith Hills
Consultant, Federal Policy and Advocacy

Meredith@ForumFYI.org

mailto:Gerod@ForumFYI.org
mailto:Meredith@ForumFYI.org


Who We Are
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The Campaign for the Fair Sentencing of 

Youth (CFSY) is a national nonprofit that 

leads efforts to end life without parole and 

other extreme sentences for children who 

cause harm; advances alternative responses 

that focus on their unique characteristics as 

children, including their capacity for change; 

and creates opportunities for formerly 

incarcerated youth to thrive as adults and 

lead in their communities.



(and intervening 
approaches)

Our Leadership Model 
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Directly impacted leadership is central to 

the CFSY’s work. "Despite growing up in 

the system, despite all that has happened 

to us, we consistently prove that we are 

worthy of these opportunities," says 

Xavier McElrath-Bey, once a child sent to 

adult prison and now the Executive 

Director of the Campaign for the Fair 

Sentencing of Youth.



Our Movement Building Community
The Incarcerated Children’s Advocacy Network (ICAN) is national network of 
formerly incarcerated adults that were sentenced to extreme or life sentences as 
children. ICAN provides support for its members and empowers them to create 
positive change in their communities.

The National Family Network (NFN) is a community of people impacted by youth 
violence, including individuals whose loved ones are serving extreme sentences for 
crimes committed as children, as well as individuals who have lost loved ones to youth 
violence. NFN engages in dialogue, action planning, and information sharing to advance 
efforts to end extreme sentences for youth.

https://cfsy.org/what-we-do/ican-stories/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGwndKXHl44dxaFtYOh0ALfvXdd3cfGrm1TFlmr58Hlrg5pw/viewform


Factsheets & Resources

Unusual and 
Unequal Report

National Center 
for Victims of 

Crime Factsheet

Not a Monolith: 
Perspectives from Survivors of 

Youth Violence 

Study on 1.14% recidivism rate 
of juvenile lifers 

Study on parole 
improving safety 
outcomes in and 
outside of prison

https://cfsy.org/wp-content/uploads/Unusual-Unequal-JLWOP.pdf
https://cfsy.org/wp-content/uploads/Unusual-Unequal-JLWOP.pdf
https://cfsy.org/wp-content/uploads/NCVCCFSY-Fact-Sheet-January-2023.pdf
https://cfsy.org/wp-content/uploads/NCVCCFSY-Fact-Sheet-January-2023.pdf
https://cfsy.org/wp-content/uploads/NCVCCFSY-Fact-Sheet-January-2023.pdf
https://insight.bakermckenzie.com/cfsy-report-2026/p/1
https://insight.bakermckenzie.com/cfsy-report-2026/p/1
https://insight.bakermckenzie.com/cfsy-report-2026/p/1
https://www.montclair.edu/newscenter/2020/04/30/new-study-finds-1-recidivism-rate-among-released-philly-juvenile-lifers/#:~:text=A%20new%20study%20conducted%20by,of%20parole%20and%20then%20subsequently
https://www.montclair.edu/newscenter/2020/04/30/new-study-finds-1-recidivism-rate-among-released-philly-juvenile-lifers/#:~:text=A%20new%20study%20conducted%20by,of%20parole%20and%20then%20subsequently
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4806765
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4806765
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4806765
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4806765


THANK YOU!
Contact

Eddie Ellis
Co-Director of Outreach and 
Community Care Programs

eellis@cfsy.org 

http://www.cfsy.org
mailto:eellis@cfsy.org


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KsHGwOF2Gs


JOIN THE TABLE TODAY!
justuscc.org

CONTACT US
info@justuscc.org
facebook.com/JustUSCoordinatingCouncil
instagram.com/justuscouncil

TAKE OUR SURVEY!

mailto:info@justuscc.org
http://facebook.com/JustUSCoordinatingCouncil

